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Purpose: To establish the Fire Department’s response, control and abatement 
procedures for any hazardous material release. In addition, the procedure will describe 
the policy for handling all hazardous material information collected for emergency 
response. 
 
Scope: This policy will outline the "Hazardous Material" response of the Fire 
Department. It will detail the standard first response assignment for a Haz-Mat incident, 
what procedures are to be followed regarding recognition, notification, and abatement of 
the exposed material. 
 
General: The Manasquan Fire Department will consider itself as a "First Response / 
Operations” level agency. This will encompass all defensive skills such as recognition, 
notification of individuals, or teams with offensive skills and equipment, containment of 
certain situations, minimizing harm to citizenry by evacuation, waterfog or protecting in 
place. 
 
500.01.01. Level of Response 
 

The Department shall be considered equipped and trained to operate at 
the HAZARDOUS MATERIALS OPERATIONS level. This degree of 
expertise allows the Incident Commander and those operating at the 
scene to function in an OFFENSIVE mode to control and or otherwise 
mitigate a hazard for which the personnel have adequate equipment and 
training. In the absence of adequate equipment and training to mitigate a 
specific hazard, personnel of the Department shall function in a 
DEFENSIVE mode.  
 
The Incident Commander shall have the right and duty to call upon 
whatever means they deem necessary to handle the emergency.  
Assistance may be requested from any agency or organization that, in the 
opinion of the IC, may assist them in reducing the loss, or otherwise 
controlling the situation. Specific consideration shall be given to current 
mutual aid agreements between the agency and neighboring agencies for 
HazMat responses. 

Title: Hazardous Materials Response 

Guidelines  
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Any time the Incident Commander deems a situation of a "working nature" 
either offensive or defensive, the Monmouth Count Health Department 
shall be notified. Any notification of State or Federal Authorities will be 
performed by an Assistant Chief, Fire Chief or the Incident Commander 
only in their absence. The exception to this will be for the initial call to 
either a product manufacturer or to Chem-Trec. 
 
In addition, the Incident Commander should maintain command of the 
situation no matter who is requested to assist with the situation. 
 
It will be vital for the Incident Commander to maintain a level of knowledge 
of the incident to allow them to notify outside agencies with enough lead-
time to respond to control the incident. When a question exists over 
requesting of mutual aid, the request should be made. 
 
A hazardous materials incident shall be considered completed when the 
hazard to life and property no longer exists. This may include maintaining 
command over all abatement and removal operations even if outside 
contractors are involved or until all hazards are removed. 
 
All personnel should be aware of, and stay up to date on all D.O.T. 
requirements and NFPA 704 system for placarding so as to identify a 
material that will require immediate notification of additional responders. 
 
In addition, company officers should remain informed of any significant 
hazardous materials situations in their response areas and relay this 
information to all personnel. All MSDS information shall be passed on to 
the officer designated as the Department Haz-Mat coordinator and placed 
in the appropriate computer aided dispatching program when available. 
 
Response 
 
Standard response will be the same as any other fire emergency call. 
 
The Incident Commander may change the amount of resources 
dispatched and responding based upon the information received at the  
time of the call. 
 
Apparatus will initially stage at a safe distance uphill and upwind from the 
incident Safe distances will be determined based on information obtained 
from the Hazardous Materials Guidebook. 
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500.01.02. Decontamination  
 

Decontamination is the process of removing or neutralizing contaminants 
that have accumulated on personnel and equipment - is critical to health 
and safety at emergency response sites. The Decon Officer or responsible 
person will ensure that all personnel, clothing, and equipment are cleaned 
prior to their return to service.   
The Decon Officer is responsible for the following activities:   

 

 Determine the appropriate level of decontamination to be provided. 
 

 Ensure that proper decon procedures are used by the Decon Team, 
including decon area set-up, decon methods and procedures, staffing, 
and protective clothing requirements. 

 

 Coordinate decon operations with the Entry Officer and other 
personnel within the Hazmat Branch. 

 

 Coordinate the transfer of decontaminated patients requiring medical 
treatment and transportation with the HAZMAT Medical Group. 

 

 Ensure that the Decon Area is established before any entry personnel 
are allowed to enter the Hot Zone. 

 

 Monitor the effectiveness of decon operations. 
 

 Control all personnel entering and operating within the decon area. 
 
 

500.01.03. DECONTAMINATION SELECTION 
 

When the incident is outdoors the decon site should be accessible from a 
hard-surfaced road. Consideration when establishing a decon site are: 
environmental sensitive areas (ponds, streams), water supply, access to 
showers, and runoff potential.  The ideal outdoor site is upwind and uphill 
from the incident and remote drains, manholes, and waterways. 

 
500.01.04. WARM (CONTAMINATION REDUCTION) ZONE 
 

The Decontamination area will be set up in the warm zone. The area 
includes the decontamination corridor.  It is also the area which access 
control points connecting the hot and cold zones are established. The 
level of protective clothing worn in the warm zone is related to the level of 
protection the entry team wears when operating in the hot zone.  If 
someone needs assistance in the hot zone, the backup team would assist. 
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This team normally wears the same level of protection as the entry team. 
The decontamination team is permitted to wear the next lowest level of 
protection. (If the entry and back up teams have donned level A, the 

decontamination team can be level B suits.) 
 

Access and decontamination corridors are set up adjacent to one another 
in the warm zone. They are normally a minimum of 25 feet wide.  They 
need only be between 30 and 50 feet in length, depending upon the 
number of operational steps required and options available. 
 
The two major phases of decontamination are gross and secondary. 
Gross decontamination involves the removal or chemical alteration of the 
majority of the contaminant. It must be assumed that some residual 
contamination will always remain on the host. This contamination can 
produce cross-contamination. Secondary decontamination is the removal 
or alteration of most of the residual product contamination. It provides a 
more thorough decontamination that the gross effort. But some 
contamination may still remain attached to the host, resulting in 
permeation and impregnation. 

 

500.01.05. HEALTH AND SAFETY HAZARDS AND DECONTAMINATION 
SOLUTION AND TECHNIQUES SELECTION: 

 
While decon is performed to protect health and safety, it can pose hazards 
under certain circumstances.  Decontamination methods may: 

 

 Be incompatible with the hazardous substances being removed (i.e., a 
decon method may react with contaminants to produce explosion, heat 

 or toxic products). 
 

 Be incompatible with the clothing or equipment being decontaminated 
 (some organic solvents can permeate and/or degrade protective 

clothing). 
 

 Pose a direct health hazard to workers (vapors from chemical decon 
solutions may be hazardous if inhaled, or they may be flammable. 

 
500.01.06. TESTING FOR EFFECTIVENESS OF DECONTAMINATION: 
 

The effectiveness of any decon method should be assessed at the 
beginning of an operation and periodically throughout the operation. The 
following methods may be useful in assessing the effectiveness: Visual 
observation, such as discoloration, stains, corrosive effects, visible waste, 
alteration in fabric, ultraviolet light, chemical wipe sampling; monitoring 
devices, testing for permeation, etc.  
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All equipment used for decon must be decontaminated and /or disposed of 
properly.  Buckets, brushes, clothing, tools, and other contaminated 
equipment should be collected, placed in containers and labeled.  Also all 
spent solution and wash water should be placed in plastic bags, pending 
further decon and / or disposal. 

 
500.01.07. EMERGENCY DECONTAMINATION 
 

In an emergency situation the primary concern is to prevent the loss of life 
or severe injury to operating personnel.  If immediate treatment is required 
to save a life, decontamination can be, in some cases, delayed until the 
victim is stabilized. If decontamination can be performed without 
interfering with essential life-saving techniques or first aid, or if a worker 
has been contaminated with an extremely dangerous material that could 
cause severe injury or loss of life, emergency decontamination procedures 
must be performed immediately. Clothing must be removed from the 
contaminated victims prior to transporting. If this is the case, the patient’s 
dignity should be considered as much as possible. 
 
Precautions should be taken so that any chemical exposure to the 
emergency workers or the transport vehicle is limited. Upon completion of 
patient transport, decontamination of all equipment and personnel SHALL 
NOT BE PERFORMED AT THE HOSPITAL. Special arrangements shall 
be established for the proper decontamination of all equipment and 
vehicles.  
 
Emergency workers may need to return to the scene and report to the 
DECON SECTOR for proper decontamination.   
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